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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to an amendment filed 1 2/1 0/07. 

2. Claims 1-13 are pending in this application; and, claims 1, 10 and 12 are 
independent claims. Claims 1 , 4, 10 and 12 have been amended. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1,10 and 1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. The claims recite: the plurality of items of 
content of multiple data formats includes: "(a) items of content of data formats not 
compatible with the data reproducing equipment registered in association with the user, 
and (b) items of content of data formats not compatible with the data reproducing 
equipment registered in association with the user". It is unclear what is meant by this 
recitation since applicant's intention could have been to claim only one type of data 
format or that the plurality of items of content of multiple data formats includes items of 
content of data formats compatible with the data reproducing equipment registered in 
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association with the user and items of content of data formats not compatible with the 
data reproducing equipment registered in association with the user or other alternatives. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(2) as being anticipated by Kunii 
(US 2001/0056375 A1). 

As per claim 1 , Kunii teaches an information supplying method comprising a 
registration step of causing a user to select a product and model names of data 
reproducing equipment from among a plurality of product and model names, particular 
data reproducing equipment to be used by the user and registering the particular data 
reproducing equipment, selected by the user in association with the user (figs. 4 and 8; 
paragraphs [0062] and [0069]; registration information of client/user related musical 
information include a reproducing equipment of a type such as a keyboard, stringed 
instrument, wind instrument or percussion instrument and their respective model), a 
step of, following user registration of a data reproducing equipment, 
discriminatingly/selectively searching from a plurality of items of content of multiple data 
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formats for particular content of a format compatible with the data reproducing 
equipment registered by the registration step in association with the user, the plurality of 
items of content include items of content of data formats not compatible with the data 
reproducing equipment registered in association with the user and items of content of 
data formats compatible with the data reproducing equipment registered in association 
with the user (paragraphs [0041], [0062], [0068-0069] and [0071]; registration 
information of client/user related musical information include a reproducing equipment 
of a type such as a keyboard, stringed instrument, wind instrument or percussion 
instrument and include desired music piece(s) and completion of training includes 
records of music pieces practiced and completed wherein the musical information may 
be of any data format including a MDI format; moreover, the registered reproducing 
equipment being currently used may be affixed to other information such as desired 
music piece(s) and a step of selectively supplying the user with content displaying 
information indicative of the particular content of the data format compatible with the 
data reproducing equipment registered by the registration step and searched out by the 
step of searching (fig. 7; paragraph [0060]). 

As per claim 2, Kunii teaches an information supplying method wherein the 
content displaying information is information fused for reference by the user in 
designating desired content deliverable via a communication network, i.e. the content or 
information displayed is information used for reference by the user in 
choosing/designating desired content deliverable via a communication network (fig. 7; 
paragraph [0060]). 
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As per claim 3, Kunii teaches an information supplying method wherein said step 
of registering is capable of registering a plurality of pieces of data reproducing 
equipment for each user (paragraphs [0050], [0062] and [0069]), and said step of 
searching searches for content usable only in particular data reproducing equipment 
currently set in a search mode from among a plurality of pieces of data reproducing 
equipment registered in association with the user (paragraphs [0041], [0062], [0068- 
0069] and [0071]). 

As per claim 4, Kunii teaches an information supplying method wherein said step 
of searching includes a step of setting a desired one of the plurality of pieces of data 
reproducing equipment, registered in association with the user, in the search mode in 
response to a selection by the user (figs. 4 and 8; paragraphs [0041], [0062], [0068- 
0069] and [0071]). 

As per claim 5, Kunii teaches an information supplying method wherein said step 
of setting includes a step of causing the user to select the desired one of the plurality of 
pieces of data reproducing equipment, registered in association with the user, via a 
display terminal of the user (fig. 4; paragraphs [0062] and [0069]). 

As per claim 6, Kunii teaches an information supplying method wherein said step 
of supplying presents, on a display terminal of the user, the content displaying 
information indicative of the searched out content (fig. 7; paragraph [0060]). 

As per claim 7, Kunii teaches an information supplying method comprises a step 
of allowing the user to make a selection for receiving a part or whole of content 
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corresponding to the content displaying information supplied by said step of supplying 
(fig. 7; paragraph [0060]). 

As per claim 8, Kunii teaches an information supplying method wherein said step 
of searching is carried out in response to a request made by a particular user (fig. 7; 
paragraphs [0062] and [0068]). 

As per claim 9, Kunii teaches an information supplying method wherein a server 
apparatus for supplying information and a client terminal for receiving supplied 
information are interconnectable via a communication network, and said method is 
performed by using at least one of a computer of said server apparatus and a computer 
of said client terminal (fig. 1 ). 

Claims 10 and 12 are individually similar in scope to claim 1 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 11 and 13 are individually similar in scope to claim 9 and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's argument with respect to claim 1 has been considered but is moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Ito et al. (US 6,020,884) teach an information retrieval system and information 
retrieval method using network. 

Hayman (US 4,204,636) teaches an interface between data reading wand and 
cash register display. 

Taruguchi et al. (US 2002/0049896 A1) teach a method an device for storing 
main information with associated additional information incorporated therein. 

Tamura (US 20020029683 A1 ) teaches a method of controlling tone generating 
drivers by integrating driver on OS. 

Hotta (US 5,420,374) teaches an electronic musical instrument having data 
compatibility among different class models. 



Inquires 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Le Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4068. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00 am to 
3:30 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley, can be reached at (571) 272-3923. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

LVN 

Patent Examiner 
April 9, 2008 



/David A Wiley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2174 



